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Worth a read
The Shard Box
Author: Liz Niven
Publisher: Luath
Price: £7.99
In this collection of poems,
Dumfries-based Liz Niven
captures the contradictions
and multiple identities of
modern China. She has a keen
eye for detail and a light touch
which delivers an unexpected
intensity; taking on ancient
traditions and contemporary
issues, this selection is in turn
humorous and poignant and
illustrates China as it is rarely
seen. From the intimacy of the tea ceremony to the lives of the
migrant workers in Beijing, nothing is as you would expect.
Island: Collected Poems
Author: Kenneth Steven
Publisher: Saint Andrew Press
Price: £12.99
Kenneth Steven has been writing
poetry for the past 20 years. For
this volume he has chosen 100
poems, including some of his
best and most loved poems and a
selection of new work for this
volume. Drawing on a quiet
Celtic spirituality and a love of
wild Scotland, his engaging
poetry offers something
beautiful, evocative and moving.

Waterstone’s Books of the Month
A History of the World in 100 Objects
Author: Neil MacGregor
ISBN: 9781846144134
As enthralling as the Radio 4 programme was,
this book is a sheer delight. The 100 objects are
all illustrated, which helps to give a greater
understanding of the descriptions given by Neil
MacGregor and the various experts he called
upon. For anyone even remotely interested in history this is the
ideal book to find underneath the Christmas tree.
Parliamo Glasgow Audio Compact Disc
Author: Stanley Baxter
ISBN: 9781841587585
Stanley Baxter’s Parliamo Glasgow is the ideal
present for anyone contemplating a trip to the
city. You will be able to understand the natives and even act as
translator for those people who have not listened to the CD in
advance. And if any of the natives get too familiar,
Mr Baxter advises: Takyurhanaffmabum”.
Enormous fun!
William Jackson, Waterstone’s Dumfries

INVESTIGATIONS

THE SPOOKS ARE OUT THERE
Mostly Ghostly’s new ghost walks are proving popular with both locals and
visitors keen to explore the dark heart of Dumfries, reports Kathleen Cronie
At 6pm on October 26, the Mostly
Ghostly team met with 22 brave and
excited guests at the iconic Midsteeple
in Dumfries for our much-anticipated
Ghost Walk preview event. We could
hardly believe the time had finally come.
After almost a year of research,
planning, promotion and development,
we were about to showcase the
Dumfries Ghost Walk and first-night
nerves had set in!
Once we started, though, everything
fell into place and we began to relax and
truly enjoy the night. While weaving our
way around the dimly lit closes and
atmospheric locations, it was
fascinating to see our guests’ reactions.
Each place possessed its own unique
ambience, which helped to transport
guests to a time when Dumfries was a
decidedly more frightening place to live.
Derek, John, Mary and I took turns
at sharing a range of grim yet
entertaining tales, taking our guests
through a rollercoaster of emotions.
Moments of light-hearted humour
contrasted with wide-eyed fear and
horror, especially when exploring some
of the inhumanity folk endured in
Dumfries many centuries ago. We were
particularly pleased that people were
feeling involved.
Following our climactic account of
witch burnings on the Whitesands, the
group headed back to the Midsteeple
for warm drinks and homemade cakes
and tablet. We received some fantastic
feedback and were elated.
With little time to draw breath, we
put the finishing touches to our official
Halloween launch night and felt the

nerves building up again as we headed
into town. When we turned the corner
to see everyone standing at the
Midsteeple, the reality hit us. I
introduced the walk, which I dedicated
to my dear Gran, a keen local historian.
Both walks were very positive and
even the weather held for us. The calm,
crispness of All Hallows’ Eve gave a
cool eeriness to the night and again,
we received excellent comments from
participants – and there were some
unexpected encounters. It seemed that
the ghosts of old Dumfries were
making their presence felt. My brother,
Jamie (who deserves special mention
for his stellar work on the Mostly
Ghostly website) said his phone reset
itself in Shakespeare Lane; one girl
suddenly became ill in the Comyn’s
Court area, and there were reports of
uneasiness on the site of the old
Buccleuch Street Prison yard. Perhaps
the most unusual occurrence, however,
took place when we were telling the
story of nine ill-fated women who were
burned on the Whitesands after being
accused of witchcraft. Some people
reported smelling peat burning, while
another person noted the aroma of
cloves. Although peat is not a smell any
of the team are familiar with, we are told
it is very distinctive. Is it possible that
people were tapping into the terrible
events of April 13, 1659? I’ll leave that
for you to decide…
■ For more information about Mostly
Ghostly and the Dumfries Ghost Walks,
see www.mostlyghostly.org or call
07751 722008.
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