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MOSTLY GHOSTLY

Bruce’s music notes
There’s much to look forward to gig-wise in
the coming months and I’m already looking
at my diary trying to figure out how many I
can get to. There’s lots of diversity on offer
across the whole of the region.
The forthcoming Dumfries
& Galloway Arts Festival
offers many highlights this year
and tickets have just gone on
sale. For me, one stand-out is
the visit of Dundee’s finest
Michael Marra to play
Sanquhar Town Hall on May
26. Don’t leave it too late to get your tickets for this one as I suspect
it will be a sell-out. The man is, quite simply, a Scottish musical icon
and not to be missed.
See www.dgartsfest.com for the full programme.
Tickets are also going well
for Moniaive Folk
Festival (May 11-13). This
year’s headliner is the
founder member of Planxty,
Andy Irvine, who brings the
experience of a 45-year
career which has seen him
travel the globe as both a
solo performer and as part of Ireland’s biggest folk exports. Also
featuring this year are the superbly quirky Bellvue Rendezvous and
Stewartry-based purveyors of bag-rock The Dangleberries.
See www.moniaivefolkfestival.co.uk.
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Comlongon Rocks, which launched last year, is promising to be
bigger and better for 2012. The line-up for the all-day music fest on
May 5 features a fantastic array of local acts, from the heavy metal
of Turbyne to the brilliant sunny-day ska of one of my favourite
local bands, MoreFromJim. Also featuring are Finding Albert, the
Common Empire and the much talked-about young singersongwriter Zoë Bestel (who
will be featured in next
month’s Dumfries & Galloway
Life). The 14-year-old from
Wigtown has recently recorded
her first release with the
team at Distilled Records
and will turn out with her
trusty ukulele for the
charity fundraiser, which
boasts four stages this
year. There’s also an
appearance from Sean
McCol aka ‘Sean vs the
Robots’. I’ve thoroughly
enjoyed what I’ve heard
so far from the Dumfries-based
musician who toured with
Calvin Harris’s band for four
years and worked with Brit
Award winner Kelis. I’m hoping to track him down for an interview
here soon.
■ Check out my blog for links to some of the artists mentioned in this
month’s column: www.brucekmckenzie.blogspot.com
■ Send your music news to Bruce at solwaymusic@gmail.com.

INVESTIGATIONS
the case of mary timney
Mostly Ghostly’s Kathleen Cronie tells the story of Mary Timney; the last
woman to be publicly executed in Scotland. She will be remembered in
a special 150th anniversary Ghost Walk in Dumfries in April
On the morning of April 29, 1862, a dense fog enveloped Dumfries.
The air was still, there was an eerie silence and a sense of impending
doom. As early as 4am, people started gathering in the area of
Buccleuch Street Prison, awaiting what was to be a most harrowing
and historically important event. Even as the numbers increased,
there remained a sense of dignity, with no rabble or nonsense. In just
a few hours, these people and several thousand more, would witness
the last public execution of a woman in Scotland.
The story began in the Glenkens area; Carsphad to be precise.
A woman named Ann Hannah was discovered battered to death in
her home, with the finger of blame pointed firmly at Mary Timney.
Mary, a young Irish woman and mother of four, had visited Ann one
fateful day and it seems an argument broke out. The source of this
dispute was an alleged encounter between Ann and Mary’s husband.
Although Mary admitted quarrelling with Ann, it was too late. Based
mainly on circumstantial evidence, Mary was sentenced to hang.
Following her incarceration and in the lead up to her execution,
Mary became frail, both in body and mind. She feared the potentially
painful and humiliating death which awaited her and cried each day
for her four weans.
When April 29 arrived, waif-like Mary was lead into the prison yard
and when the condemned soul’s eyes met the gibbet, she let out the
most haunting, blood-curdling scream. She subsequently cried out to
be spared, but her pitiful pleas were to make no difference.
Amid the distress, a messenger suddenly arrived, waving a packet.
For one brief moment, the thought of a last-minute reprieve must
surely have crossed people’s minds. Just seconds later, the prison
governor threw the letter away in disgust – it was only a request from
a London news agency seeking details of the execution. I don’t think
any of us can imagine how Mary must have felt at this dramatic and
fateful moment.
Following more heart-wrenching appeals, Mary cried out that
it was Ann who had struck the first blow before Calcraft, her
executioner, commenced his grim business. After replacing her cap
with a white hood and adjusting the noose, the bolt was drawn and
Mary took the last drop into the darkness of oblivion.
Mercifully, Calcraft confirmed her passing as instant and her lifeless
body hung for 30 minutes before she was finally taken down and
carried inside the prison. In less than two hours the crowd had
dissipated and a sense of subdued normality returned to Dumfries
town centre.
■ Mostly Ghostly Investigations is holding a Dumfries Ghost Walk on
Sunday, April 29 – the 150th anniversary of Mary Timney’s execution.
Interestingly, since our walks began in October 2010, a number of
participants have reported unusual activity around the old prison
area. These include: a woman’s arm being touched; a suffocating
tightness in the chest; feelings of uneasiness; a cold hand on another
woman’s face, and a bright flash of light above another lady’s head.
If you can’t wait til April 29, we will be holding a walk on an equally
black date in the town’s historical calendar – Friday, April 13, the
anniversary of the witch burnings on The Whitesands.
Both walks start at 7:30pm from The Midsteeple and tickets are
available from the Midsteeple Ticket Office or online at
www.ticketweb.co.uk. Call 07791 047835 or 07912 145865 or see
www.mostlyghostly.org for more information.

